First United Methodist Church
Andover
3801 Polo Club Blvd.
Lexington, KY 40509
Andoverlex.org

Sunday, May 2, 2021 at 11:00 am

PRELUDE
Redeemed; Kirkpatrick, arr. Barnett
WELCOME
* OPENING HYMN OF PRAISE (VV 1,2,4,5)

*CALL TO WORSHIP

Leader:
All:

Let us worship God, our light and our salvation.
The Lord is the stronghold of our lives.

Leader:
All:

We desire to live in God’s house
and to seek God in his holy temple.

Leader:
All:

We have come with shouts of joy,
to sing and to make music to the Lord.

Leader:
All:

Let us worship God in spirit and in truth.
Teach us your ways and make straight our paths
in this hour of worship and always.

* OPENING PRAYER
Merciful God, some of your children are joyfully singing your praise.
Others are languishing in despair.
Through Jesus you are acquainted with our grief
and in him we have resurrection hope.
Bind up those who are broken, bless those who are dying, shield those who are joyous,
and lead us all to your house, where we may feast together at your table. Amen.
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH

Apostles’ Creed, Ecumenical Version

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, his only
Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius
Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he
ascended into heaven, is seated at the right hand of the Father, and will come again to judge the living
and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic+ church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body and the life everlasting. Amen.
* GLORIA PATRI (No. 70)
MEINEKE
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,
world without end. Amen. Amen.
CHILDREN’S BLESSING

PSALM READING
25

Psalm 22:25-31 (CEB

I offer praise in the great congregation
because of you;
I will fulfill my promises
in the presence of those who honor God.
26
Let all those who are suffering
eat and be full!
Let all who seek the LORD praise him!
I pray your hearts live forever!
27
Every part of the earth
will remember and come back to the LORD;
every family among all the nations
will worship you.

28

Because the right to rule
belongs to the LORD,
he rules all nations.
29
Indeed, all the earth’s powerful
will worship him;
all who are descending to the dust
will kneel before him;
my being also lives for him.
30
Future descendants will serve him;
generations to come will be told
about my Lord.
31
They will proclaim God’s righteousness
to those not yet born,
telling them what God has done.

OFFERTORY

Deep River; Traditional Spiritual, arr. Taylor

NT READING
7

1 John 4:7-21 (CEB)

Dear friends, let’s love each other, because love is from God, and everyone who loves is born from God and knows God. 8 The
person who doesn’t love does not know God, because God is love. 9 This is how the love of God is revealed to us: God has sent his
only Son into the world so that we can live through him. 10 This is love: it is not that we loved God but that he loved us and sent his
Son as the sacrifice that deals with our sins.
11
Dear friends, if God loved us this way, we also ought to love each other. 12 No one has ever seen God. If we love each other,
God remains in us and his love is made perfect in us. 13 This is how we know we remain in him and he remains in us, because he has
given us a measure of his Spirit. 14 We have seen and testify that the Father has sent the Son to be the savior of the world. 15 If any of
us confess that Jesus is God’s Son, God remains in us and we remain in God. 16 We have known and have believed the love that God
has for us.
God is love, and those who remain in love remain in God and God remains in them. 17 This is how love has been perfected in us,
so that we can have confidence on the Judgment Day, because we are exactly the same as God is in this world. 18 There is no fear in
love, but perfect love drives out fear, because fear expects punishment. The person who is afraid has not been made perfect in love.
19
We love because God first loved us. 20 Those who say, “I love God” and hate their brothers or sisters are liars. After all, those who
don’t love their brothers or sisters whom they have seen can hardly love God whom they have not seen! 21 This commandment we
have from him: Those who claim to love God ought to love their brother and sister also.

INTRODUCTION TO PRAYER

HYMN OF PRAYER

PASTORAL PRAYER
LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as
it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who
trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory forever. Amen.
ACTS READING

ACTS 8:26-40 (CEB)

26

An angel from the Lord spoke to Philip, “At noon, take the road that leads from Jerusalem to Gaza.” (This is a desert road.)
So he did. Meanwhile, an Ethiopian man was on his way home from Jerusalem, where he had come to worship. He was a eunuch
and an official responsible for the entire treasury of Candace. (Candace is the title given to the Ethiopian queen.) 28 He was reading the
prophet Isaiah while sitting in his carriage. 29 The Spirit told Philip, “Approach this carriage and stay with it.”
30
Running up to the carriage, Philip heard the man reading the prophet Isaiah. He asked, “Do you really understand what you are
reading?”
31
The man replied, “Without someone to guide me, how could I?” Then he invited Philip to climb up and sit with him. 32 This was
the passage of scripture he was reading:
27

Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter
and like a lamb before its shearer is silent
so he didn’t open his mouth.
33
In his humiliation
justice was taken away from him.
Who can tell the story of his descendants
because his life was taken
from the earth?
34

The eunuch asked Philip, “Tell me, about whom does the prophet say this? Is he talking about himself or someone else?”
Starting with that passage, Philip proclaimed the good news about Jesus to him. 36 As they went down the road, they came to some
water.
The eunuch said, “Look! Water! What would keep me from being baptized?” 38 He ordered that the carriage halt. Both Philip and
the eunuch went down to the water, where Philip baptized him. 39 When they came up out of the water, the Lord’s Spirit suddenly took
Philip away. The eunuch never saw him again but went on his way rejoicing. 40 Philip found himself in Azotus. He traveled through
that area, preaching the good news in all the cities until he reached Caesarea.
35

.
ANTHEM
Living Water of Life
(Rachel Black)
* GOSPEL READING

JOHN 15:1-8 (CEB)

15 “I am the true vine, and my Father is the vineyard keeper. 2 He removes any of my branches that don’t produce fruit, and he trims
any branch that produces fruit so that it will produce even more fruit. 3 You are already trimmed because of the word I have spoken to
you. 4 Remain in me, and I will remain in you. A branch can’t produce fruit by itself, but must remain in the vine. Likewise, you can’t
produce fruit unless you remain in me. 5 I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me and I in you, then you will produce
much fruit. Without me, you can’t do anything. 6 If you don’t remain in me, you will be like a branch that is thrown out and dries up.
Those branches are gathered up, thrown into a fire, and burned. 7 If you remain in me and my words remain in you, ask for whatever
you want and it will be done for you. 8 My Father is glorified when you produce much fruit and in this way prove that you are my
disciples.

SERMON

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
Pastor:
Christ our Lord invites to his table all who love him,
who earnestly repent of their sin
and seek to live in peace with one another.
Therefore, let us confess our sin before God and one another.
People:
Merciful God, we confess that we have not loved you with our whole heart.
We have failed to be an obedient church.
We have not done your will,
we have broken your law,
we have rebelled against your love,
we have not loved our neighbors,
and we have not heard the cry of the needy.
Forgive us, we pray.
Free us for joyful obedience, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Pastor:
Hear the good news:
Christ died for us while we were yet sinners;
that proves God's love toward us.
In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven!
People: In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven!
All: Glory to God. Amen.
Pastor: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
Pastor: Lift up your hearts.
People: We lift them up to the Lord.
Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People: It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is right, and a good and joyful thing,
always and everywhere to give thanks to you,
Father Almighty (almighty God ), creator of heaven and earth.
You formed us in your image and breathed into us the breath of life.
When we turned away, and our love failed, your love remained steadfast.
You delivered us from captivity, made covenant to be our sovereign God,
brought us to a land flowing with milk and honey,
and set before us the way of life.

Rev. Chad Foster

And so, with your people on earth and all the company of heaven
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
People:
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.
Pastor:
Holy are you, and blessed is your Son Jesus Christ.
By the baptism of his suffering, death, and resurrection
you gave birth to your Church,
delivered us from slavery to sin and death,
and made with us a new covenant by water and the Spirit.
By your great mercy we have been born anew
to a living hope through the resurrection of your Son from the dead
and to an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading.
Once we were no people, but now we are your people,
declaring your wonderful deeds in Christ,
who called us out of darkness into his marvelous light.
When the Lord Jesus ascended, he promised to be with us always,
in the power of your Word and Holy Spirit.
On the night in which he gave himself up for us, he took bread,
gave thanks to you, broke the bread, gave it to his disciples, and said:
"Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you.
Do this in remembrance of me."
When the supper was over he took the cup,
gave thanks to you, gave it to his disciples, and said:
"Drink from this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant,
poured out for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me."
And so, in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus Christ,
we offer ourselves in praise and thanksgiving
as a holy and living sacrifice, in union with Christ's offering for us,
as we proclaim the mystery of faith.
People:
Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again.

Pastor:
Pour out your Holy Spirit on us gathered here,
and on these gifts of bread and wine.
Make them be for us the body and blood of Christ,
that we may be for the world the body of Christ, redeemed by his blood.
By your Spirit make us one with Christ,
one with each other, and one in ministry to all the world,
until Christ comes in final victory, and we feast at his heavenly banquet.
hrough your Son Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit in your holy Church,
all honor and glory is yours, almighty Father (God ), now and for ever.

HYMN OF RESPONSE

BENEDICTION
POSTLUDE
Rhapsody; Brahms, arr. Kendall

